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T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME

Speaks with the
absolute authority
of the apostle Peter

Speaks with the
supreme authority of
Christ himself



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

His Holiness, the Pope

Bishop of Rome and Vicar of Jesus Christ

Successor of the St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles

Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church

Primate of Italy

Patriarch of the West

Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Roman Province

Sovereign of the State of Vatican City-State

Servant of the Servants of God

Pontifex Maximus (not an official title)

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME

Ex cathedra



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

1854

Immaculate Conception

1950

Assumption of Mary

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

1854

Immaculate Conception

1950

Assumption of Mary

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

1854

Immaculate Conception

1950

Assumption of Mary

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

1854

Immaculate Conception

1950

Assumption of Mary

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE B ISHOP OF ROME



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE POPE AND APOSTOLIC  SUCCESSION



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

EPISCOPAL VERUS PAPAL INFALLIB IB IL ITY



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

EPISCOPAL VERUS PAPAL INFALLIB IB IL ITY



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

EPISCOPAL VERUS PAPAL INFALLIB IB IL ITY



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

EPISCOPAL VERUS PAPAL INFALLIB IB IL ITY



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



T H E  T E A C H I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  M A G I S T E R I U M

THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD



A U T H O R I T Y  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

CONCERNING PETER

No Scripture suggests that Peter was 
functioning like a pope

No Scripture hints there is a papal office

No Scriptures mention Peter’s supremacy

Matthew 16 does not make Peter the pope

Beware of the “petros vs. petra” argument
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CONCERNING SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION

References to tradition are both positive and negative 

No references to tradition indicate that it was revelatory
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If Peter was supreme among the disciples - why do they continue to 
debate the issue (Luke 22:24-30)?

Why is Paul the most prominent NT theologian and by far the most 
prominent figure after Acts?

Why did Iranaeus fail to name Peter as one his 2nd century list the 
12 bishops of Rome?

Why does the New Testament never refer to any local church leader 
or the apostles as priests?

What does “thoroughly equipped” in 2 Tim 3:16-17, if tradition 
and the RCC are needed in addition to Scripture?

Why does Scripture never call Tradition the Word of God?
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C I S M

ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) God gives man a right standing with Himself 
by accounting him as an innocent person.

(b) God gives man a right standing with Himself 
by making him into an innocent person.
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ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) God gives man a right standing with Himself 
by placing Christ's goodness to his credit.

(b) God gives man a right standing with Himself 
by putting Christ's goodness into his heart.
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C I S M

ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) God is able to accept a believer because of 
the goodness of Jesus Christ.

(b) God makes a person acceptable to Himself 
by changing him into a good person.
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C I S M

ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) If someone transforms his life to be more 
like Christ, he can then become accepted 
by God.

(b) If someone is accepted by God because of 
his faith in Christ, his life will then be 
transformed.

4



J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C I S M

ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) We receive a right standing with God 
through faith alone.

(b) We receive a right standing with God when 
our faith becomes active through love for 
Him and others.
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ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) We receive a right standing with God by the 
obedience that is made possible because of 
our faith in Christ.

(b) We receive a right standing with God by 
trusting in Christ who alone was perfectly 
obedient to God.
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C I S M

ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) We achieve a right standing with God by 
following Christ's example through His 
enabling grace.

(b) We follow Christ's example because faith in 
Him has given us a right standing with God 
because of His grace.
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C I S M

ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) God first pronounces that we are good in 
His sight, then gives us His Spirit enable us 
to obey Him.

(b) God first gives us His Spirit to enable us to 
obey Him and then pronounces that we are 
good in His sight.
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ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) It is Christ's intercession on our behalf that 
gives us favor in the sight of God.

(b) It is Christ living out His life through us that 
gives us favor in the sight of God.
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C I S M

ARE YOUR CATHOLIC  OR PROTESTANT?

(a) Only through faith in Christ can we fully 
satisfy the demands of the Ten 
Commandments.

(b) Through the power of the Holy Spirit living 
in us, we can fully satisfy the demands of 
the Ten Commandments.

1 0
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COMMUNION OF THE SAINTS

THE CHURCH SUFFERING THE CHURCH MILITANT THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

In Purgatory On Earth In Heaven
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ACHIEVING SAINTHOOD

1. Normally wait five years

2. Investigation: “Servant of God”

3. Investigation: “Venerable”

4. One miracle: Beatified

5. Two miracles: Canonized
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UNBAPTIZED BABIES
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Justification is a declaration by God of a 
person’s righteous standing before him

Prior to our full redemption we are only 
accounted as righteous (Rom 4:5)

The condition for justification is not good 
works (as John Paul II stated) - but faith

The basis for justification is faith alone - not an 
external ritual that anticipates faith (Rom 3:21-
26, Eph 2:8-9)

Justification is certain for believers (Rom 8:30)

CONCERNING JUSTIF ICATION IN  GENERAL
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THE RELATIONSHIP  OF FAITH AND WORKS

Consider Rom 3:28, 4:2, 4:5, 5:1

Consider Gal 2:16, 3:11, 5:4

What about James 2:24? 

If works are required for salvation then the 
Bible contains contradictions

If works are required, then James 
contradicts himself within two verses

Instead, James is challenging those who 
claim saving faith with no evidence
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CONCERNING JUSTIF ICATION AND BAPTISM

Scriptures record no infant baptism

Acts 16:31-34 DOES NOT support infant baptism

Baptism and circumcision are found together only 
in Col 2:11-12

The Jerusalem Council failed to make the 
connection

If baptism = circumcision then it can’t be 
necessary for salvation (Rom 3:28-31)

Many salvation formulations do not mention 
baptism (Acts 2:21, Acts 16:31, Rom 10:8-15, Eph
2:8-9)
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

MORTAL AND VENIAL S IN

The Bible makes no such distinction between sins 

Whoever breaks one law is guilty of all (James 2:10)

All sin causes death (Rom 6:23)

If true, hell must be populated with many believers

Believers are never portrayed as cycling between being 
children of God and objects of wrath

Consider: John 10:27-30

Consider: Romans 8:28-39

Consider: Ephesians 1:13-14

What about 1 John 5:16?
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

No apostle absolves anyone sins or hears a confession

The office of priest is not mentioned in the NT

Believers are a royal priesthood (1Pet 2:5, 9)

Only Jesus is a priest like Melchizedek (Heb 7:17)

Douay Rheims wrongly translates “elders” as “priests” 
(Acts 14:22, Titus 1:5, James 5:14)

Mutual confession is found only once – and only to 
pray for one another (James 5:13-16)

Believers are never required to pay for their own sins

Confession to God for forgiveness is the pattern
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

DOCTRINE  OF PURGATORY

Only became church dogma in AD 1438

Functions as a “temporary hell”

Only has a purpose in a works-salvation system

Psychologically more tolerable than Arminianism

Depends primarily upon only one verse in the 
Apocrypha (2Mac 12:39-46)

Suggested only by a poor interpretation of 1 Cor 
3:10-15; 15:29



J U S T I F I C A T I O N  I N  R C C :  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K

If works are necessary for salvation, can you explain Ephesians 2:8-9?

If baptism is necessary for salvation, why did Christ did not send Paul 
to baptize, but to preach the Gospel? (1Cor 1:17)

If baptism is necessary for salvation how did Cornelius and his family 
receive the Holy Spirit prior to his baptism? (Acts 10:44-48)?

Why does Paul never mention priests as church leaders in any of his 
letters to local churches, especially to Timothy or Titus?

Why is confession to a priest never mentioned in the NT?

Why does Christ never mention purgatory, even though heaven and 
hell are mentioned frequently?


